Urban  District  Council. 


1913. 


hessle  : 

CHARLES  GIL  [.ATT,  GENERAL  PRINTER,  TOWER  MILL. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . org/detai  Is/b29425700 


Hessle,  January,  1914. 

To  the  Hessle  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

* 

I have  the  pleasure  to  present  you  ray  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1913,  which  I trust  you  will  consider 
satisfactory. 

The  Local  Government  Board  request  some  description  of  the 
District,  its  situation  and  physical  features. 

Hessle  may  be  described  as  the  Western  Residential  Suburb 
of  Hull,  extending  from  East  to  West  about  two  and  a half  miles 
at  the  broadest  part,  and  about  one  and  a half  miles  from  South 
to  North.  Bounded  on  the  South  by  the  Humber,  on  the  West 
by  Ferriby  and  Swanland,  on  the  North  by  Anlaby,  and  on  the 
East  by  the  Western  boundary  of  Hull,  having  an  area  of  2,111 
acres.  One-third  is  residential  and  two-thirds  agricultural.  The 
village  of  Hessle  is  about  four  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  city  of 
Hull,  and  a mile  and  a half  from  the  city’s  Western  boundary. 
Its  Western  extremity  rests  on  a spur  of  the  Yorkshire  Wolds, 
which  comes  down  to  the  Humber.  The  land  to  the  North  and 
East  of  the  village  is  mainly  alluvial  clay,  and  is  largely  agricul- 
tural. The  Hull  and  Selby  road  runs  parallel  with  the  Humber 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  District,  about  half  a mile 
distant.  It  passes  through  the  centre  of  the  village,  but  is  not 
directly  continuous,  and  makes  an  awkward  turn.  The  necessity 
for  care  at  this  point  is  obvious,  so  that  traffic  slows  down  and 
accidents  are  avoided.  The  land  immediately  to  the  West  of  the 
village  rises  considerablv  till  it  reaches  a height  of  120  feet  above 
datum.  This,  as  I have  said,  is  formed  by  a spur  of  the  Yorkshire 
AVolds,  and  affords  admirable  sites  for  building  good  class  houses. 
This  part  of  the  District  is  a mile  from  East  to  West,  and  a mile 
and  a half  from  North  to  South.  As  a site  for  suburban  resi- 
dences, it  is  perfect  from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  while  the  views 
across  the  Humber,  South  and  South-East,  are  most  picturesque. 
The  North  Eastern  Railway  running  parallel  with  the  Humber 
forms  a ready  means  of  access  to  Hull  and  to  the  West,  having  an 
excellent  train  service  in  both  directions.  The  bulk  of  the  houses 
to  the  East  of  the  village  are  on  the  South  side  of  the  Hull  Road, 
and  extend  almost  continuously  to  the  Hull  boundary. 


The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  various,  many  being 
engaged  in  the  adjoining  city  in  commerce.  There  are  three 
chalk  quarries  and  whiting  industries,  two  shipbuilding  and 
engineering  yards.  The  above  quarries  and  shipbuilding  yards 
employ  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  hands.  Six  brickyards 
also  employ  about  twenty-five  hands,  and  a fish-curing  industry 
employs  about  sixteen  hands.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are, 
however,  engaged  in  agriculture  and  gardening,  also  bricklayers, 
joiners,  and  other  small  trading  concerns. 

The  housing  of  the  working  classes  is  fairly  satisfactory,  many 
improvements  having  been  effected  during  the  past  year  under 
the  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.  The  private  water  supply  by 
pump  has  nearly  been  superseded  by  the  supply  of  water  from  the 
Hull  Corporation  Mains.  All  new  houses  are  supplied  from  this 
source,  which  is  derived  from  the  chalk  strata  in  the  districts 
adjoining  Hessle.  The  District  is  well  lighted  by  the  Hessle 
Gas  Co. 

Owing  to  the  annual  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars,  the 
Schools  must  periodically  become  overcrowded.  I am,  however, 
glad  to  note  that  the  School  Managers  have  given  this  matter 
most  energetic  attention,  and  the  accommodation  will  now  be 
sufficient  for  some  years.  The  sanitary  arrangemen  ts  and  drainage 
are  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  the  ventilation  of  the  sewers  is 
excellent.  The  inspection  as  to  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
children  is  in  the  hands  of  a gentleman  appointed  by  the  County 
Council. 

The  District  is  drained  by  the  Hessle  District  Sewer,  which 
discharges  into  the  Humber,  and  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
the  number  of  sewer  ventilators  erected.  The  sewers  are 
constantly  being  flushed  from  the  Humber,  and  on  the  higher 
level  with  a solution  of  creosol.  This  is  being  liberally  supplied 
to  the  public  in  ever  increasing  quantities,  for  putting  down  sinks, 
gullies,  private  drains,  and  water-closets,  all  tending  to  keep  our 
sewers  and  private  drains  as  wholesome  as  possible.  The  night-soil 
and  house-refuse  are  collected  by  the  Council  weekly,  and  are 
usually  disposed  of  to  the  farmers  in  the  District  and  ploughed  in, 
and  when  not  immediately  required  are  placed  in  heaps  a good 
distance  from  the  village  and  from  any  highway. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses. 


The  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  is  administered  by  the  County 
Police,  and  by  Mr.  Gibson,  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Urban 
Council.  Mr.  Foster,  of  Hull,  is  the  appointed  public  analyst. 

During  the  year,  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  received  constant 
attention  ; a marked  improvement  has  resulted.  The  premises 
and  cattle  are  decidedly  cleaner,  and  the  men  engaged  have  paid 
more  attention  to  the  instructions  issued  for  their  guidance  to 
prevent  any  contamination  of  the  milk.  Mr.  Gibson  has  also 
visited  the  butchers’  shops  and  slaughter  houses  once  or  twice  a 
week.  Complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  promptly  attended  to. 
These  are  usually  of  a minor  character.  Mr.  Gibson  informs  me 
of  all  complaints  and  the  result  of  every  inspection,  and  consults 
me  as  to  procedure. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  middle  of  1913  was  5,703. 
The  death-rate  for  the  District,  excluding  two  premature  births, 
was  10*36  ; the  corrected  death-rate  being  9*82.  The  birth-rate, 
excluding  two  premature  births,  was  16  50  ; the  corrected  birth- 
rate being  15*81.  The  infantile  mortality,  excluding  two  prema- 
tures, was  76 -39  ; the  corrected  death-rate  being  57 *88. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1913,  I attended  a meeting  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  and  presented  my  report  for  January  : 

£:  Hessle,  20th  February,  1913. 
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To  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I now  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  report  for  January. 
During  that  month  the  death  rate  was  19  55,  while  the 
birth  rate  was  36*13.  This  death  rate  is  the  highest 
recorded  for  some  months.  This  I think'  is  due  to  the 
severe  weather  which  cut  off  many  old  people.  On 
the  other  hand  the  birth  rate  was  the  highest  ever  re- 
turned. There  was  one  case  of  infectious  disease  noti- 
fied on  January  5th,  a case  of  Typhoid  sent  from  the 
Wellington  College,  Shropshire,  for  the  Christmas  holi- 
days. It  was  a mild  case,  and  treated  at  home.  The 
premises  and  inmates  were  disinfected.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Wellington  was  notified  of  the  case.  On 
February  15th  a case  of  Tuberculosis  was  notified  by  Dr. 
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Joan  Watts,  of  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Children,  Hull, 
the  child  being  a resident  of  Hessle,  and  an  inmate  of 
the  Hospital.  Edna  Burgess  returned  from  Withernsea 
on  Saturday,  15th  February.  She  was  in  the  Hospital 
six  months  at  the  cost  of  this  Council.  Her  health 
during  the  last  13  weeks  was  bad,  owing  to  Rheumatism. 
She  has  lost  weight,  being  now  only  9 stone  3 lbs.,  but 
the  physical  condition  of  her  chest  has  not  deteriorated. 
I advise  that  she  should  remain  at  home,  and  rigidly 
practice  the  treatment  she  has  been  taught  in  hospital. 
The  injection  of  Tuberculin  should  be  resumed  as  she 
appeared  to  benefit  from  the  four  times  it  was  adminis- 
tered at  Withernsea.  She  will  be  attended  by  her 
doctor,  and  will  receive  visits  from  me  at  intervals. 
While  appreciating  the  kindness  of  the  doctor,  she  com- 
plained of  the  uncleanliness  and  poorness  of  food,  and 
to  my  surprise  stated  that  there  was  no  day  room  for  the 
women,  and  when  owing  to  weather  they  were  obliged 
to  remain  indoors  the}"  had  to  sit  in  their  bedrooms. 
During  the  last  few  months  there  have  been  many  days 
on  which  patients  going  about  have  owing  to  bad  weather 
been  compelled  to  stay  in  their  bedrooms.  This  should 
on  no  account  be  permitted.  A suitable  day  room  should 
be  provided  for  both  sexes,  thoroughly  ventilated,  and 
under  proper  control,  so  that  patients  may  not  remain 
indoors  when  they  ought  to  be  in  the  open.  Patients 
other  than  those  confined  to  bed  should  onl}"  be  permit- 
ted in  the  bedrooms  during  sleeping  hours.  The  day 
rooms  are  not  constructed  for  giving  warmth,  but  quite 
the  reverse.  They  should  be  considered  merely  as  shel- 
ters to  prevent  patients  using  their  bedrooms  in  the  day 
time.  They  should  be  provided  with  comfortable  chairs 
and  couches,  literature  and  games. 

Yesterday  at  the  Hull  Police  Court  the  West  Riding 
Pure  Milk  and  Cream  Company  were  convicted  of  sell- 
ing dirty  new  milk  and  skimmed  milk  largely  adultera- 
ted with  water.  The  prosecution  was  by  the  Chief 
Constable  who  took  samples  on  the  20th  December  last, 
when  Mr.  Gibson  was  engaged  in  taking  samples  of 
milk  to  be  tested  for  Tubercle.  A fine  of  12  guineas 
and  costs  was  imposed.” 
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I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
when  the  Minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  27th  of  March  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  and  presented  my  report  for  February  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death  rate  was  6 47,  the 
birth  rate  being  exactly  the  same.  In  February  there 
were  three  notifications  of  infectious  disease,  namely, 
Leonard  Gibson,  age  6|  years,  of  3 Westbourne  Avenue, 
Hessle,  suffering  from  Glandular  Tuberculosis,  then  an 
inmate  of  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Hull  ; Lucy  Walker, 
age  29,  of  “ Carisbrook,”  Hull  Road,  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  certified  by  Dr.  Milligan  as 
too  ill  for  removal,  and  A.  N.  Parker,  aged  30,  of 
Northolme  Villas,  Anlaby  Road,  suffering  from 
Erysipelas,  notified  by  Dr.  Murray. 

On  March  26th,  I visited  Edna  Burgess,  five  weeks 
after  leaving  Withernsea.  During  that  time  she  put  on 
10  ounces.  I suggested  to  the  Council  that  she  should 
have  serum  injected  once  or  twice  a week  by  her  doctor 
if  the  Council  would  pay  the  cost.  I also  asked  the 
Council  to  allow  Miss  Burgess  a small  sum  weekly  for 
extra  nourishment,  say  3s.  6d.  a week  for  milk  and 
eggs.  It  was  resolved  that  the  question  of  the  injection 
of  Tuberculin  in  the  case  of  Miss  Burgess  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chairman  and  Medical  Officer,  and  that 
the  supply  to  her  of  milk  and  eggs  be  left  to  the  proper 
authorities,  i.  e.  the  Guardians.” 

On  the  8th  of  April  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council 
when  the  Minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  the  24th  of  April  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  and  presented  my  report  for  March  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death  and  birth  rates 
were  identical,  namely,  10*79.  There  were  three  notifi- 
cations of  infectious  disease,  namely  Laura  Ellis,  age  8, 
residing  at  Northgate  Terrace,  Hessle,  Phthisis  ; Harold 
Pilack,  age  10  months,  1 Gardner’s  Terrace,  Eastgate, 
Phthisis,  died  at  the  Children’s  Hospital  on  March  11th, 


D.tisy  Tet  her,  age  1 1,  Si  . Andrew’s  House,  Ferriby  Road, 
Diphtheria,  admitted  to  the  Hull  Isolation  Hospital  on 
March  llth,  1913,  and  was  discharged  cured  on  April 
lot  h. 

i u isii  to  point  oUi  a slight  error  in  Table  3 of  my 
Annual  Report.  A child  aged  1 year  was  included  in 
the  deaths  under  a year.  This  was,  however,  corrected 
in  Table  4.  The  deaths  of  children  under  a year  is  a 
correct  record  of  the  Infantile  Mortality,  namely,  3T43 
per  thousand  of  children  born,  which  is  highly  satisfac- 
tory, the  average  rate  in  other  districts  being  86.” 

On  May  1st  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council  when  the 
Minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  May  22nd  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Commit- 
tee and  presented  my  report  for  April  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death  rate  was  8*64, 
while  the  birth  rate  was  25-92.  There  were  three  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  one  from  Tuberculosis,  one  from 
Erysipelas,  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever.  The  case  of 
Tuberculosis  was  too  ill  to  remove  ; indeed,  being- 
mother  of  a large  family,  her  removal  is  almost  impossi- 
ble under  any  circumstances  ; she  is  at  home,  and  there 
has  been  a slight  improvement  in  her  condition.  The 
case  of  Erysipelas  was  of  a simple  character,  and  she  is 
now  convalescent.  The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  refused 
removal ; she  was  carefully  isolated  at  home,  and  every 
precaution  taken  against  the  spread  of  infection. 
Another  member  of  the  family  has  since  been  infected, 
which  was  also  treated  at  home. 

The  collection  of  house  and  garden  refuse  must  be 
seriously  considered.  It  is  now  necessary  to  decide 
what  should  be  done  with  this  collection,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  provision  of  a refuse  destructor 
can  no  longer  be  delayed.  Four  firms  who  manufacture 
these  destructors  have  been  recommended  to  me  by  Dr. 
Mason,  and  the  City  Engineer,  as  thoroughly  reliable. 

I have  written  to  these  firms,  and  obtained  estimates  for 
the  required  work,  which  1 brought  to  your  notice. 

The  estimates  vary  considerably,  but,  after  due  consider- 
ation, the  one  which  recommends  itself  to  me  is  that  of 


Meldrum  Bros.,  of  Timperley,  near  Manchester,  which, 
complete  with  chimney  and  shed  of  corrugated  iron,  they 
offer  to  install  complete  for  £375  10s.  But  this  is  a 
matter  entirely  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

With  respect  to  His  Majesty’s  Order  in  Council  re 
the  protection  of  disinfectants  being  taken  in  error  with 
poisonous  results,  a solution  of  creosol  has  been  supplied 
to  all  applying,  in  ordinary  bottles  protected  by  a red 
poison  label.  Considering  the  strong  odour  of  the 
solution,  1 consider  a red  poison  label  sufficient  dis- 
tinction, and  the  use  of  a special  bottle  quite  unnecessary. 

By  a resolution  of  the  Committee  special  bottles 
were  ordered  to  be  provided.” 

On  the  7th  of  May  I attended  a meeting  of  the  sub-Com- 
mittee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  question  generally  of  the  col- 
lection and  disposal  of  house  and  other  refuse  in  the  District.  I 
presented  a report  as  follows  : — 

“ Gentlemen, 

We  meet  here  to-night  to  consider  how  the  contents 
of  our  dust-bins  shall  be  efficiently  disposed  of.  These 
bins  are  intended  to  contain  house  and  shop  refuse,  but 
not  garden  refuse.  I think,  however,  an  arrangement 
should  be  made  for  the  collection  of  garden  refuse,  as 
many  object  to  burning  it  in  their  gardens  on  account 
of  the  annoyance  to  their  neighbours.  The  dust-bins 
always  contain  a large  amount  of  refuse  paper.  The 
present  collectors  have  nowhere  to  deposit  the  contents 
of  these  dust-bins,  and  they  simply  dump  it  down  wher- 
ever they  can.  The  paper  and  lighter  material  are 
blown  about,  to  the  annoyance  of  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  more  solid  matter  decomposes,  and  soon 
becomes  a nuisance,  which  the  Inspector  orders  them  to 
remove.  This  is  often  a difficulty,  as  neither  they  nor 
we  have  any  ground  suitable.  I think  the  time  is  come 
when  a destructor  should  be  provided  by  the  Council, 
in  which  all  the  contents  of  dust-bins  should  be 
consumed,  and  the  present  nuisances  abated. 

I have  consulted  Dr.  Mason  on  the  subject,  and  he 
kindly  furnished  me  with  the  names  and  addresses  of 
four  firms,  the  only  ones  he  knew,  who  were  engaged  in 
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building  destructors.  I wrote  to  them  yesterday, 
describing  what  I should  require,  and  asking  them  for  a 
tender.  This  morning  I have  been  in  telephonic  comm- 
unication with  Messrs.  Horsfall,  of  Pershore,  Worcester. 

They  informed  me  that  they  would  supply  a destructor 
suited  to  our  needs  for  £550,  complete  with  the  necessary 
buildings,  force  draft,  and  a chimney  30  ft.  high. 
Messrs.  Meldrum  Bros.,  of  Timperley,  could  supply  a 
destructor  at  about  the  same  price.  I have  not  as  yet 
had  any  reply  from  the  other  two  firms  I wrote  to. 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  MOLINEUX,  M.D.” 

A telegram,  as  follows,  from  Messrs.  Meldrum  Bros.,  was 
read  : — 

“ Molineux,  Hessle.  Destructor  cell  boiler  and  stack 
erected,  but  excluding  covering  shed,  £335  ; posting 
drawing.  Meldrum.” 

The  Council  have  now  provided  one  rood  of  land  in  their 
Beverley  Road  Allotments,  more  than  quarter  of  a mile  from  any 
highway  and  half  a mile  from  any  dwelling,  on  which  house  and 
other  refuse  is  deposited.  This  refuse  is  burnt  on  three  days  in 
each  week.  This  method  of  disposing  of  it  has  been  found  quite 
satisfactory. 

On  June  2nd  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council,  when  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  the  26th  of  June  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  presented  my  report  for  May  : 

“During  that  month  the  death-rate  was  8*46,  while 
the  birth-rate  was  1 1 -33.  There  were  two  cases  of 
infectious  disease  ; one  a case  of  scarlet  fever,  which  was 
isolated  and  treated  at  home,  the  other  a case  of 
puerperal  fever  caused  by  dirt  and  neglect  of  her 
attendant,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  who  has  been  censured  by  Dr. 
Mitchell  Wilson,  and  temporarily  removed  from  duty. 
There  were  three  cases  of  whooping  cough,  one  case  of 
measles,  and  one  of  chicken-pox  reported  from  the  Infant 
School  during  the  last  six  months.  This  shows  a fairly 
healthy  condition  of  the  Schools.” 
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On  the  7th  of  July  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council,  when 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  July  1st  I attended  a special  meeting  of  the  Council,  and 
reported  the  case  of  Mrs.  Leighton,  as  follows  : — 

“ Gentlemen, 

On  June  28th  I visited  Mrs.  Leighton,  of  10  Edward 
Street,  Hessle,  a sufferer  from  Chronic  Phthisis,  first 
reported  in  August,  1909.  For  some  years  she  lias  been 
able  to  do  her  own  housework,  but  latterly  her  health 
has  been  failing,  and  she  now  requires  assistance.  I 
think  it  would  be  well  if  she  could  be  removed  to  a 
sanatorium  for  a month.  I advise  that  a recommend 
should  be  obtained  for  her  at  the  Scarborough  Sea 
Bathing  Hospital.” 

On  July  31st  1 attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Com 
mittee,  and  presented  my  report  for  June  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death-rate  was  10  79,  while 
the  birth-rate  was  20-33.  Two  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified,  namely  : one  of  simple  erysipelas,  requiring 
no  further  comment,  the  other  a case  of  phthisis  notified 
on  June  7th,  and  notified  by  me  on  the  same  date  to  Dr. 
Mitchell  Wilson,  requesting  its  immediate  removal  to 
the  sanatorium.  She  was  removed  on  July  15th  to 

t/ 

Withernsea. 

Mr.  Coulson  has  handed  me  a circular  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  which  I have  carefully  con- 
sidered and  recommend  the  Council  to  adopt.  Exact 
and  early  information  of  the  birth  of  a child  would  no 
doubt  be  a great  advantage.  At  present  I practically 
receive  no  information  whatever.  1 get  at  the  end  of 
each  month  the  number  of  births  registered  by  Mr. 
Martin,  usually  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  after  birth. 

I have  consulted  to-day  with  Mr.  Martin,  the  District 
Registrar,  as  to  how  an  early  notification  of  births  could 
be  obtained  by  our  mutual  co-operation.  The  Council 
should  first  adopt  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 
and  inform  the  people  of  what  they  have  done  and  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  I could  then  with  the 
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Registrar’s  assistance  get  much  earlier  and  exact  inform- 
ation regarding  every  birth  I should  be  called  upon  by 
this  Act  to  do  much  new  work,  for  which  I should 
expect  to  be  paid.  Mr.  Martin  would  also  require  a 
small  payment  for  his  assistance/5 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Notification  of  1 firths  Act,  1907,  be 
not  adopted  at  present. 

On  the  11th  of  August  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  September  25th  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  presented  my  reports  for  July  and  August : 

u During  July  the  death-rate  was  6 41,  while  the 
birth-rate  was  12'80.  During  August  the  death-rate  was 
1 2*80,  while  the  birth-rate  was  25  60.  There  was  no 
infectious  disease  notified  in  either  month. 

At  a Council  meeting  on  the  11th  of  August,  Mr. 
Coulson  reported  that  he  had  that  morning  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  J Stephens,  of  Southfield,  Hessle, 
suggesting  the  occurrence  of  diphtheria  at  his  house. 

I investigated  the  circumstances  the  following  day,  and 
found  that  they  had  had  a visitor  staying  with  them  for 
a fortnight,  during  all  of  which  time  she  had  been  in 
perfect  health.  Ten  days  after  she  returned  home,  she 
exhibited  symptoms  of  diphtheria,  and  was  removed  to 
a sanatorium.  It  is  probable  that  she  received  the 
infection  after  leaving  Hessle,  as  Mr.  Stephen’s  premises 
are  still  free  from  any  infection.  Mr.  Gibson  has  tested 
the  drains,  and  found  them  in  good  order,  excepting 
some  very  slight  defect  which  has  been  brought  before 
the  owner  and  remedied. 

There  were  two  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  this 
month,  to  which  I shall  further  allude  in  my  next  report. 

I have  written  several  times  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Scarborough,  re  the  ad- 
mission of  Mrs.  Leighton.  I think  the  secretary  is 
possibly  waiting  for  the  subscription  before  sending  the 
necessary  ticket  for  her  admission,  and  I suggested  that 
the  Council  send  a cheque  for  <£2  Is.  Od.  I enclosed 


the  secretary’s  postcard  written  in  reply  to  my  first 
letter.  Mrs.  Leighton  is  prepared  to  go  any  day.” 

On  the  6 s h October  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  October  23rd  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, and  presented  my  report  for  September  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death-rate  was  6 *2 1 , while 
the  birth-rate  was  19*32,  one  child  being  illegitimate. 
There  were  two  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified,  namely  : 
Charles  Tottle,  of  Eastgate,  Hessle,  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  spine,  notified  by  Mr.  Norbury,  of 
the  Children’s  Hospital,  Hull,  on  September  10th,  1913. 

I visited  the  case  the  same  day,  and  found  that  he  was 
at  work  in  Hull.  Margaret  Links,  of  Chestnut  Avenue, 
Hessle,  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  notified 
by  Dr  Murray  on  September  17th.  She  was  removed 
to  the  Withemsea  Sanatorium  on  September  25th,  1913. 

Mrs.  Leighton,  a chronic  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
was  removed  to  the  Scarborough  Sea  Bathing  Infirmary 
on  October  7th,  1913,  for  one  month  at  the  expense  of 
this  Council.” 

On  November  3rd  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council,  when 
the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  November  20th  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  presented  my  report  for  October  : 

“During  that  month  the  death-rate  was  7'30,  while 
the  birth-rate  was  30' 31.  There  were  no  cases  of  infec- 
tious disease  notified  during  the  month.  Mrs.  Leighton 
was  discharged  from  the  Scarborough  Sea  Bathing 
Infirmary  on  November  4th,  much  improved,  and  has 
since  been  visited  by  Dr.  Thornley,  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  who  proposed  injecting  her  with  Tuberculin.  It 
is  desirable  that  she  should  receive  extra  nourishment 
through  the  Urban  Council,  as  she  is  not  able  herself 
to  afford  it,  and  not  being  an  insured  person,  Dr. 
Thornley  cannot  supply  her  wants.” 

It  was  resolved  that  the  case  of  Mrs.  Leighton  stand  over  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
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On  the  20th  November  I reported,  as  directed  by  the  Council, 
on  the  houses  in  Chapel  Yard,  as  follows  : 

“ Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  wishes  I this  morning 
visited  the  five  houses  in  Chapel  Yard,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Gibson,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
premises  must  in  their  present  condition  be  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  houses  are  built  up 
to  the  extreme  boundary,  and  have  no  back  entrance. 

The  front  yard  is  irregularly  paved  with  cobbles  and 
bricks,  the  surface  very  irregular  and  overgrown  with 
grass.  The  privies  face  the  street,  and  are  very  much 
exposed  to  view.  There  is  no  pantry  accommodation. 

The  walls  of  the  houses  are  damp,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  a damp  course,  and  the  windows  only  open  at  the 
bottom,  making  ventilation  defective.  The  ceilings  are 
very  dirty,  the  plastering  constantly  tumbling  down. 

The  staircase  to  the  bedroom  is  very  rickety  and  danger- 
ous for  old  people  ; consequently  three  of  the  tenants  do 
not  occupy  their  bedrooms.  The  spouting  is  defective 
and  will  require  renewal.  The  fifth  house,  which  is  a lean 
to,  and  the  bedroom,  which  is  approached  by  a ladder, 
must  be  pulled  down,  and  the  materials  used  for  four 
water-closets  to  replace  the  existing  privies.  I am  of 
opinion  that  if  these  alterations  be  made,  the  four  houses 
may  be  sanitary  dwellings  for  a woman  or  a man  and 
his  wife.” 

Mr.  Gibson  also  reported. 

Resolved. — That  the  Chairman  and  Inspector  interview  the 
owners  of  the  five  houses  in  Chapel  Yard  on  the  particulars 
contained  in  the  said  two  reports,  and  that  they  inform  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Committee  on  the  result  thereof. 

On  December  1st  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council,  when 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  November  21st  I attended  a special  meeting  of  the 
Council,  at  which  I presented  a special  report  about  Mrs.  Leighton 
as  follows  : 

“ Mrs.  Leighton,  suffering  from  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis, requires  extra  nourishment,  which  would  cost  about 
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5/-  a week,  and  I applied  for  this  to  the  Urban  Council. 

The  Council  thought  this  should  be  supplied  by  the 
Poor  Law  Authority.  To  obtain  this,  Mrs.  Leighton 
would  have  to  apply  to  the  Guardians,  and  this  she 
refused  to  do.  I did  my  best  to  persuade  Mrs.  Leighton 
and  her  husband  to  pocket  their  pride  and  appeal  to  the 
Guardians  for  assistance,  but  they  decidedly  refused. 

The  extra  food  was  in  her  case  very  necessary.” 

It  was  resolved  that  Mrs.  Leighton  be  informed  that  the 
Council  regret  they  are  unable  legally  to  pay  for  the  extra 
nourishment  suggested  by  the  Medical  Officer  out  of  the  funds  at 
their  disposal. 

On  the  22nd  of  December  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Said- 
tary  Committee,  and  presented  my  report  for  November  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death-rate  was  4*44,  while 
the  birth-rate  was  15*71.  There  were  no  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  durum*  the  month.” 

o 

On  the  5th  of  January  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Council, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meetings  were  confirmed. 

On  the  22nd  of  January  I attended  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  presented  my  report  for  December  : 

“ During  that  month  the  death-rate  was  8*87,  while 
the  birth-rate  was  4*46.  There  were  no  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  December.  The  cost 
of  fly-papers  supplied  to  the  poor  of  Hessle  who  cannot 
afford  to  buy  them  was  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1913,  <£1  6s.  3d.” 

There  is  a good  shop  for  the  sale  of  fruit,  fish,  and  vegetables. 
Messrs.  Mallison  & Barlow,  Grocers,  also  supply  a large  quantity 
of  fruit  and  vegetables.  Hull  hawkers  supply  fish,  fruit,  and 
vegetables.  These  hawkers,  owing  to  Mr.  Gibson’s  watchfulness, 
are  not  so  troublesome  as  formerly.  Whenever  he  finds  them 
hawking  food  unfit  for  human  consumption,  he  informs  me,  and 
it  is  promptly  seized  and  destroyed.  Hessle  is  supplied  with 
milk  from  dairies  in  Hessle  and  the  adjoining  district.  In  Hessle 
there  are  sixteen  dairymen,  with  thirty-four  cowsheds  and  dairies, 
and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  cows.  There  are  fourteen  cows 
kept  for  private  use.  There  is  a large  sale  of  tinned  milk  which 


14 


is  increasing.  Mr.  Gibson  visits  these  premises  at  least  once  a 
week,  and  I in  company  with  Mr.  Gibson  at  longer  intervals. 
The  milk  is  good,  and  the  cattle  are  well  kept.  Any  defects, 
which  are  usually  of  a very  minor  character,  are  promptly 
remedied.  Bovine  Tubercle  is  under  the  care  of  an  officer 
appointed  by  the  County  Council,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  repoit  all 
cases  immediately  to  me  and  Mr.  Gibson.  A Veterinary  Surgeon 
is  appointed  by  the  Urban  Council,  with  whom  we  may  consult 
and  take  any  steps  that  are  necessary,  There  are  five  butchers’ 
shops  and  one  pork  butcher.  The  pork  butcher  and  four  of  the 
butchers  have  slaughter-houses ; the  other  butcher  uses  the 
slaughter-house  of  a friend.  Mr.  Gibson  visits  these  shops  and 
slaughter-houses  three  or  four  times  a week,  and  sees  that  every- 
thing  is  in  perfect  order. 

Besides  the  railway,  Hessle  is  directly  connected  with  Hull 
by  two  motor  buses,  which  are  often  much  overcrowded.  The 
Hull  tramway  service  will  next  month  be  extended  to  Pickering 
Park  just  to  the  east  of  the  boundary  of  Hessle,  thus  Hessle  and 
Hull  will  be  very  closely  connected. 

There  were  eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported, 
namely  : — one  of  Typhoid,  three  of  Erysipelas,  one  of  Diphtheria, 
two  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  Puerperal  Septicemia,  Only  one  of 
these  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  a case  of  Diphtheria, 
the  others  were  treated  at  home.  In  addition  to  these  there  were 
eight  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  which  were  notified  to  Dr.  Mitchell 
Wilson,  who  placed  them  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Thornley.  The 
disinfection  of  patients,  contacts,  clothing,  and  premises  was  duly 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Gibson,  after  which  there  was  no  recurrence  of 
the  disease. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  kind  support  during 
the  past  year,  and  my  warm  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Gibson  for  the 
many  services  he  has  rendered  me,  and  also  to  Mr.  William 
Coulson. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MOLINEUX,  M.D, 


Made  to  the  Hessle  Urban  District  Council  during  1912  and  the  previous  10  years,  and  the  annual  average 
with  respect  to  maintenance  of  Patients  admitted  into  the  Hull  Corporation  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
also  for  cost  of  Disinfection,  Removal  of  Patients,  Removal  of  Bedding,  etc.  and  Persons  for  Bathing. 


o 


03  O O O O O t—  co  O m O t—  O 


■Ji  t—  NO  m M VO  00  00  On  CO 


in 


t -y  i-'i— CONOwO'-OOOOOr—  NO 
m i-  10  ro  i-  f O On  ’O  fi  On 

(n  h 1—!  co 


IT. 


IT. 


P v tX) 

O '~.“ 

V rt  5 

— CL~~ 


a> 


C5 

r!  c/2 


O .i? 

U_  rt 
~ Pu 

-J-i  U-. 

co  £ 


OOOOO  OOOOO 


^00  in  m t—  y-  — -1-0  COO 


OOO^  M m M M M 


co 


ON 


Cl 


”000000000000 


c/3  O Mr—  O m r—  rf"  M mO  OO 


O')  o O ON  CO  o M O fO  co 

t\  f-y  1— 1 CO 


M 


co 


. O 

o t: 
o 

C/3  c-i, 

U •«; 


00  OOCNOOOOOOi  CO 


• M.O  ro  m cn  m oo  O t—  m r- 

- £ ~ 


co  '—1  m h co  m r—  w r- 

M 


-1- 


<0 

u 

• 

r— 

W 

0 

O 

O 

O 

co  t— 

O 

O 

>n 

0 

r— 

O 

hH 

cl 

HI 

W 

M 

m 

in 

0 

m 

h— 

co 

ON 

Cl 

CO 

in 

r— 

M 

m co 

M 

M 

cl 

h— 

►— < 

M 

1— 1 

bA 

M 

V4-I 

^u-w 

0 

0 

s? 

CO 

O 

p- 

0 

I— NO 

ON 

M 

co 

co 

O 

NO 

M 

4 — » 

M 

CO 

M co 

O 

Tt- 

Cl 

m 

f-H 

00 

in 

M 

hH 

HH 

CO 

o 


Cl 

<V 


M CO  -1"  10  O t— • CO  cr  O M CO 

OOOOOOOOCHMH-H^ 

OnO'CnQnOnOnOnOnOnO'OnON 


( r. \ 
V 
oSj 
C3 

o3 

> 

< 


CO 

ON 


Other  charges  for  treatment  and  maintenance  of  Consumptive  patients  at  Scarborough  and 
Withernsea  Hospitals  amounted  to  jQ  1 5 14s.  od. 


Details  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out  during  1913 


Dwelling-houses  inspected...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1333 

,,  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary  infectious  disease  14 

,,  disinfected  after  cases  of  Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  none 

,,  found  overcrowded  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  none 

Dwelling-house  yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  notices  served  (formal  and  informal)  ...  ...  ...  122 

,,  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Number  of  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

,,  abated  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  90 

Number  of  defective  privies  and  ashpits  remedied  ...  ...  ...  15 

New  ashpits  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  none 

Ashpits  covered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  W.C.’s 37 

Number  of  defective  house  drains  found  ...  ...  ..  ...  11 

,,  drains  trapped  or  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  new  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

,,  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  drains  better  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  cesspools  removed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  cesspools  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  Supplies — 

Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains...  ...  ...  ...  36 

New  wells  made  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

New  bore  wells  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wells  closed,  Avater  unsafe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Wate  r certificates  granted  for  new  houses  in  Rural  Districts  ...  nil 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  vary  from  148  to  160 

Visits  to  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  136 

Visits  to  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  7 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Slaughter  Houses— 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

o o 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  nil 

Visits  to..,  ...  ..  ...  ...  — ...  ...  ...  nil 

Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulation,  1910. 

Article  V . — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  include  in  his 
Annual  Report  information  and  particulars  in 
tabular  form  in  regard  to  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes 

of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  32 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  made  fit  for  habitation  without  formal 

representation  ...  ...  ...  15  (17  now  being  remedied) 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a 


view  to  the  making:  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

O CD 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ..  none 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  the  defects  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of  Closing- 

Orders,  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  nil 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners  ...  ...  nil 


General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist.  Have  been  insuffic- 
iency of  air,  due  to  windows  not  opening  at  the  top;  to 
dampness,  owing  chiefly  to  absence  of  a damp-course  ; defec- 
tive conveniences,  and  minor  defects.  In  addition  to  the 
above  defects,  five  water-closets  are  now  being  substituted 
for  five  privies. 

Please  give , where  possible , the  rents  of  the  cottages  reported  as  unfit 
for  habitation.  The  rents  of  houses  where  defects  are  chiefly 
found  vary  from  3/-  to  5/-  per  week  (clear). 

Any  other  information  and  particulars  of  the  work  of  Inspections 
under  Section  ip  Under  the  above  inspection  of  above 
houses,  the  owners  continue  to  comply  most  readily  with  any 
suggestion  for  the  remedy  of  any  defects  found  to  exist. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  &c.  : — 

Scarborough- -The  Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital. 
Withernsea-  The  Consumptive  Hospital. 
Ventnor — The  Consumption  Hospital. 
Bournemouth  The  Consu33nption  Hospital. 


MESBI^E  DISTRICT. 

Table  3.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year,  1913, 
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3-HOME  WORK. 


No  Home  Work  at  Hessle. 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


Important  classes  of  workshops,  such  as  workshop 
bakehouses,  may  be  enumerated  here. 


Number 


Bakehouses 

Laundries 


3 


Workshops  and  Factories 


62 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


67 


5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Action  taken  in  matters 
referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  1 1. M. Inspector 
Defective  Sanitary  acorn 
.modation 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

2 

o 

Other 

Nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s. 

101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

Nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Nil 

England  and  Wales.— Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1913. 
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